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Washington permanently bans drugs such as Spice, K2 and “bath salts” 
Rule filed today makes it illegal to make, sell, possess or use these dangerous drugs 
 

OLYMPIA  Washington is permanently banning the sale, possession, and use of the 

dangerous chemicals in products such as Spice, K-2, “bath salts”, “plant food”, Ivory Wave, and 

White Lightening. The chemicals in these products mimic the effects of cocaine, LSD, ecstasy, 

and/or methamphetamine. Products containing synthetic marijuana (cannabinoids) or synthetic 

stimulants (substituted cathinones) are illegal under a ban by the state Board of Pharmacy. 

The substances are classified as Schedule I controlled substances. They affect behavior and 

judgment and have a high potential for abuse and harm to human health. 

In April the Board of Pharmacy adopted a temporary emergency ban; before it expired, a second 

emergency ban was approved. The board unanimously approved a rule to permanently ban these 

substances. The rule will go into effect no later than November 3. The ban gives clear authority 

to law enforcement to prosecute for the manufacture, distribution, sale, and possession of these 

substances. The board will continue to work with prosecutors and the Washington State Patrol 

Forensic Laboratory to update the list of banned substances, as needed. 

Based on complaints and reports to the United States Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) from 

poison centers, hospitals and law enforcement, the DEA recently announced a yearlong, 

nationwide ban. Several countries and 30 states have already taken action to make these 

substances illegal. 

More information is on the Washington State Board of Pharmacy website 

(www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/Professions/Pharmacy/default.htm). 

The Department of Health website (www.doh.wa.gov) is your source for a healthy dose of 

information. Also, find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
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